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BIOGRAPHY

Gaaike Euwema was born in Groningen, The Netherlands on the 13th of April 1989. He started his studies 
at the Art Academy,  in 2007, while at the same time studying history at the University.  The Art Academy, 
Klassieke Academie van de Beeldende Kunst, is focused on painting techniques and figurative painting. Gaaike 
followed master classes with several artist/teachers, including Matthijs Röling, Henk Helmantel, Herman van 
Hoogdalem, Jan van der Kooi and Rein Pol.
He graduated in 2013 with an exhibition in Gallery Pictura.
After graduation, he went to New York to develop his painting in a different, more abstract direction. During 
the project A Portrait of the Artist as a Skyscraper, he was greatly inspired by Brooklyn based artist, Lex Braes. 
In a daily blogpost, Gaaike described his experiences and the art he encountered. Ever since, his blog remain-
ed part of his life as an artist.
In 2015 a new project, Talking Pictures, brought him to Tajikistan, were he worked on developping children’s 
books with local artists. Having to cross language and cultural barriers, and making friendships with artists 
with different concepts of art and life, while in essence being not so different, enriched his life as well as his 
art.
Since 2016 Gaaike Euwema lives in Paris and works here as an independent artist, always looking for inspira-
tion and new ways to develop his art.
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PARIS FROM THE QUAI

The city is my workplace, but my subject is nature. In the cities the plantlife and even the water is kept in 
check by architecture. This tension between architecture and nature, is reflected in the pictorial language of 
my work: walls are separating the image by drawing straight lines, while trees are connecting land and sky 
with curves. This tension also has a psychological dimension, as it is a reflection of how we as humans are 
cultured and seperated from our nature, while questioning what is nature, or culture, and if it’s even possible 
to seperate the two.

In the series Paris from the Quai I focused on Canal st. Martin, a channel in Paris that opened in 1825 to con-
nect two parts of the curvy river the Seine. The channel is no longer in use, and serves only as a scenery for a 
picknick. A large part of it is even covered by roads, while the water remains underneath. Where the channel 
is open, it just lies there, quietly. Still, for me it seems to posess a still force.
To paraphrace Oscar Wilde: Every painting that is painted with feeling, is a portrait of the artist.

But for me painting is not about telling a story. More important than the subject in my work, are the abstract 
qualities themselves: paint, colour and composition. During the painting process, I’m focussed on the strug-
gle between materials and pictorial ideas. When it’s finished, it’s to the spectator to paint the story.

Up: Canal st. Martin 4, 2016, oil on paper
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Above: Canal st. Martin 6, 60x45cm, oil on paper, Under: Study for Canal st. Martin 6
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Canal st. Martin 7, 2017, 60x50cm, Oil on paper
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Above: Canal st. Martin 8, 2017, 60 x 50cm, oil paint on paper, Below: Study for Canal st. Martin 8 (on a rainy day)



10.

Above: Canal st. Martin 5, 2017, diameter: 60cm, Oil on hardboard, Under: Study for Canal st. Martin 5
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The Bridge, 2016, 100x100cm, oil on canvas
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NEW YORK - OVERGROWTH

Trees, living in cities, are often planted and confined to tiny spaces, sometimes even groomed as pet poodles. 
When they are growing beyond their margins, they seem misplaced. I identify with these lost creatures, who 
find themselves within a strange culture, trying not so much to fit in, but to lash out.
In rare cases, trees get the chance to overtake empty buildings, like in the painting Overgrowth, which was 
made during my project in New York.

During this same time I also encountered an old tree, The Camperdown Elm, that was supported by beams, 
like an elderly man, walking with crutches. It’s history fascinated me. From it’s creation: the tree was a cros-
sing by the Duke of Camperdown. To it’s near death: it was neglected and serving as a nest for mice. Till it’s 
ressurrection: it was saved by a poem. But more than it’s history, I was enchanted by it’s wild shapes.

Art is always about the struggle between chaos and order, where the extremities are not interesting: pure cha-
os doesn’t need an artist and perfect order only pleases the mathemitician.
When I looked at this tree, I felt like I could understand it’s chaos and even when it’s branches reached out in 
all directions like volatile surchess of energy, it seemed like they couldn’t have chosen a different path.

Overgrowth, 58x41cm, oil on canvas
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Above: The camperdown Elm, 50x35cm, oil on canvas, Under: The Camperdown Elm 2, 50x35cm, oil on canvas
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PORTRAITS - MUSINGS

The people in my paintings are often dreaming, reading, concentrating on small tasks. In other words, there 
is no movement, no sound, just silent contemplation. This silence is echood in my compositions. I strive to 
create paintings that are contemplating on themselves. This creates a wall between the spectator and the pain-
ting, but it also invites the spectator to project his own thoughts and dreams.

The intimacy of the portraits is emphasized by the fact that the portrayed are often narrowly enclosed by the 
borders of the painting, as if they are prisoners within the frame, although the compositions are decentralized 
as if the portrayed want to escape.
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Sandrien lying on the couch, 2017, 200x50cm, oil on hardboard

Nude, oil on canvas
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Above: Balcony scene, oil on hardboard, Under: Sandrien, oil on paper
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Back, oil on hardboard
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Above: The sailor, oil on paper, Cutting paper, oil on canvas, Knitting, oil on paper, Under: The meeting, Oil on paper
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Rue des Ormes, 94220 Charenton-Le-Pont
Tel.: +31641228203
Email: info@gaaikeeuwema.nl
Site: www.gaaikeeuwema.nl
Blog: gaaikeeuwema.blogspot.com
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2017
2007-2013

2007-2008
2001-2007

Languages
Software
Art techniques

Other skills

PROJECTS

EXPOSITIONS

EDUCATION

COMPETENCES

Embracing trees - Mural in Klarenbeek
Designing business card for Vertelgenootschap Apeldoorn
Talking Pictures - Illustrating children books in Tajikistan
A portrait of the artist as a skyscraper - A Colloboration with artists 
in New York

Course French A1.2 at the Cité université, Paris
Art Academy Klassieke Academie voor Schilderkunst, specialization 
in painting
Propedeuse in History
Pre-university education including Latin and Greek

Dutch (native), English (fluent), French (fluent), German (beginner)
Photoshop (expert), Indesign (expert), Blender, Word
Oil paint, Acrylics, Gouache, Watercolor, Tempera, Graffiti, Litho-
graphy
Teaching, Working with chidren, Writing, Design, Creative thinking

Exposition in gallery Pulchri, Den Haag
Exposition in Landgoed Klarenbeek, Klarenbeek
Exposition in gallery Haagse Kunstkring, Den Haag
Solo-exposition in Public Library, Groningen
Exposition in gallery Huis voor de Kunst, Veendam
Solo-exposition in ROC Friese Poort, Leeuwarden
Exposition in gallery Bonnard, Nuenen
Exposition in gallery Beelden in Gees, Gees
Graduation exposition Klassieke Academie voor Schilderkunst in 
gallery Kunstlievend Genootschap Pictura, Groningen

CURRICULUM VITAE




